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News from the Member Federations | General CoESS news

VPB (Dutch CoESS member) celebrates its 70" anniversary!

Vereniging van On November 2, 2009 VPB, active member of CoESS, celebrated its

Particuliere 70™ anniversary! In tribute of this memorable event, the Dutch
Beveiligingsorganisaties association organised an anniversary conference and a celebratory
reception in Den Haag. Some eminent speakers took part in this
b )QM conference: the mayor of Den Haag, Jozias van Aartsen, the

Secretary-General of the Dutch Ministry of Justice, Joris Demmink,

and VPB President, Tjibbe Joustra. The conference encouraged an

exchange of ideas and best practice and demonstrated the diversity
and professionalism of the private security sector in all its facets. The debates were moderated by RTL journalist
Frits Wester. During this important event, the first certificates for the VPB’s quality mark ‘private investigation
agencies’ were awarded to the companies who have achieved this quality mark. This quality mark is mainly based
on the VPB’s earlier security quality mark. The main difference is its link to the privacy code of conduct for private
investigation agencies.

~  Source: VPB | November 2, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the VPB website (Dutch): www.vpb.nl.

BSIA (UK CoESS member): New education initiative set to bring thousands of new recruits to the security industry
A unique partnership between the UK government, the security industry and the

Q\DG“"G THE G, 4 education sector is set to bring thousands of new recruits into the security guarding
© 2 and crowd management sectors in preparation for the London 2012 Olympic and

o . 0o Paralympic Games, with a lasting legacy set to benefit the security industry for years
to come. The ‘Bridging the Gap’ initiative has been developed by the British Security
Industry Association (BSIA), Skills for Security, Bucks New University and North
Hertfordshire FE College. The project has been funded by the Home Office, the
DEVELOPING A CAREER Department of Business Innovation and Skills and the London Organising Committee

SECURING A LEGACY for the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games (LOCOG), and has been created in
liaison with PODIUM, the Security Industry Authority and Skills Active. ‘Bridging the Gap’ provides a formal
qualification for Further Education students from across the UK, leading to a guaranteed job interview with a BSIA
member and, for some graduates, the opportunity to assist in the security arrangements for London 2012. The
initiative has been awarded the London 2012 ‘Inspire Mark’, which recognises innovative and exceptional projects
that are directly inspired by the London 2012 Games. It is hoped that the project will prove to be a gateway for
long-term careers in the security industry, providing a lasting legacy for young adults.

~  Source: BSIA | November 9, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the BSIA website: http://www.bsia.co.uk/home/NX7PFB311571?backlinktype=home.

BSIA (UK CoESS member): Three major industry bodies join to see
provision

Hard on the heels of the launch of the Contract Quality Marque comes the news that
@ the three major private security industry bodies - the British Security Industry
: Association (BSIA), active member of CoESS, the National Security Inspectorate (NSI)
% S l a and Skills for Security - have announced another important initiative aimed at
british security industry association creating a high-level operational standard for companies wishing to demonstrate a
significant and verifiable difference in the guarding services they provide. This will
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complement the Contract Quality Marque and is further evidence of the organisations’ strong belief in the future.
The organisations have senior representatives on a steering group which is chaired by VSG’s Bill Muskin, the
Chairman of the BSIA Security Guarding Section Committee. Their aim is to reach agreement on a forward-looking
standard which will be awarded to any guarding company once the company has passed an appropriate inspection.
It will cover operational matters including, but not limited to, specific assignment training, company
infrastructure, compliance with the Working Time Directive, standards of equipment and supervision and
consistency of service and support delivery.

~  Source: BSIA | November 10, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the BSIA website: http://www.bsia.co.uk/home/NX7UQD535051?backlinktype=home.

SNES (French CoESS member) proposes amendments to professional tax reform bill

SNES (Syndicat National des Entreprises de Sécurité), one of the French private

security federations, active member of CoESS, proposed amendments to the current

professional tax reform bill. SNES was accompanied by four other professional

s ises organisations, i.e. FEP (cleaning), Prisme and SYNTEC (temporary work) and CGI

séégﬁ{g&sivég (inter-enterprise commerce). The proposed tax reform introduces a “local activities
contribution” and a “complementary contribution” to the value added tax.

~ Source: SNES | November 13, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the SNES website: http://www.e-snes.org/i_zip/cp_snes_taxe_pro.pdf.

ESTA 2010 Business Conference —registration open!

ESTA, the European Security Transport Association, corresponding member of CoESS, will
hold its 2010 Business Conference from June 13-15, 2010 in Porto, Portugal. The working
sessions will see three main themes debated: The cash cycle of the new decade, EU
' upcoming legislation impacting on the CIT industry, Recycling, Liability and Security issues.
Top level speakers from ECB, National Central Banks, European Commission, National
authorities together with ESTA Members will present and confront their views in an
animated debate.

unites professionals

~  Source: ESTA | November 17, 2009
~  For further information and to register, please consult the ESTA website: http://www.esta-cash.eu/en/events/index.html.

Risk assessment and small and medium-sized enterprises

On November 17, 2009 CoESS actively participated in the closing event of the EU-
OSHA Healthy Workplaces Campaign on Risk Assessment as conducted by the European
Agency for Safety and Health at Work. The summit brought together leading European
experts and decision-makers to exchange good practice and discuss future strategies
on promoting risk assessment in the EU’s 25 million small and medium-sized
enterprises. The event focused on the particular challenges that SMEs face in
assessing their workplace risks and the range of tested and validated practical
solutions that are available to help them. At the same time, it provided an
opportunity for the Agency and its partners to evaluate the results of the Campaign
and present its main highlights. Finally, the Agency presented a new online risk
assessment tool (ORA).

Source: European Agency for Safety and Health at Work | November 17, 2009
For further information, please consult the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work website:
http://osha.europa.eu/en/campaigns/hw2008/europeansummit.

-
-
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Conference ‘Employment in Europe 2009"°

On November 26, 2009 CoESS actively participated in a conference organised by the European Commission, DG Employment, Social
Affairs and Equal Opportunities, entitled ‘Employment in Europe 2009’ in Brussels. The aim of the conference was to present and
discuss the key topics covered in the Employment in Europe 2009 Report, which was released in November, in a broader academic
and policymaking context with key stakeholders. The Employment in Europe Report is DG Employment’s main tool for the analysis of
employment performance and labour market developments in the European Union and the Candidate Countries. The main topics
that were addressed in the discussion panels of the conference were highly relevant to the current policy priorities of the European
Commission in the field of employment: ‘European Labour Markets in times of recession’ and ‘Labour flows, transitions and
unemployment duration’.

~  Source: European Commission | November 26, 2009

~ To review the Employment in Europe 2009 Report, please consult the European Commission website:
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langld=en&catld=113&newsld=642&furtherNews=yes.

~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website:
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catld=119&langld=en.

News from the CoESS Working Committees

European Sectoral Social Dialogue Plenary Meeting —November 23, 2009 (Brussels)

On November 23, 2009 employers’ (CoESS) and employees’ (UNI europa) representatives took part in the European Sectoral Social
Dialogue Plenary Meeting. During the Plenary Meeting, the following topics were addressed: formal adoption of the joint CoESS/UNI
europa Working Programme 2010-2011, discussion of the results from the implementation projects and organisation of a sectoral
committee, European Commission White Paper on Professional Cross-Border Transportation of Euro Cash by Road between Member
States in the Euro Area, Mobility Project, joint analysis on the impact of the economic crisis, Third Party Violence projects and
multisectoral ‘RESPECT’ conference, Social Considerations in Public Procurement, Slovenian project ‘European Social Dialogue and
Current National Development in the New Member and Candidate Countries’ Private Security Industry’, UNI europa presentation on
global agreements in the private security industry and communications from the European Commission.

~ The minutes of the European Sectoral Social Dialogue Plenary Meeting of November 23, 2009 will soon be made available on the
CoESS intranet site: http://coess.org/intranet/login.php. Please note that you will have to login to be able to consult the
document. In case you have any difficulties logging in, please contact the CoESS General Secretariat.

CoESS Working Committee Cohesion —November 23, 2009 (Brussels)

On November 23, 2009 the CoESS Working Committee Cohesion organised a meeting in Brussels following the European Sectoral
Social Dialogue Plenary Meeting. The discussion points included: Slovenian member federation’s project ‘European Social Dialogue
and Current National Development in the New Member and Candidate Countries’ Private Security Industry’, Vienna Roadmap
Chapter Il project (White Paper) including an update on the sub-chapters training, police and private security, Social Dialogue and
Public Private Partnerships (PPPs), targets for the next Working Committee meeting and presentation of country reports.

~ The minutes of the CoESS Working Committee Cohesion of November 23, 2009 will soon be made available on the CoESS
intranet site: http://coess.org/intranet/login.php. Please note that you will have to login to be able to consult the document.
In case you have any difficulties logging in, please contact the CoESS General Secretariat.

News from ASSA-l (Aviation Security Services Association International)

IATA AVSEC World Conference —November 10-12, 2009 (Cape Town, South-Africa)

From November 10-12, 2009 ASSA-1 actively participated in the AVSEC World Conference, organised by the International Air
Transport Association (IATA). AVSEC World 2009 gathered key security experts from governments, airlines and airports to set an
agenda that will help the aviation sector survive today and build tomorrow in times of crisis. The key topics discussed were as
follows: the current global terrorist threat, current operational and regulatory threats, integrating risk mitigation into the global
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baseline, new approaches to passenger screening - is there a better way?, how to set up a one-stop security system - methodology
and best practices, region in focus - challenges and opportunities in Africa, screening technology - getting technology from the lab
to the airport, the traveller’s airport experience, passenger security - challenges & solutions, cargo security - the challenges and
opportunities it presents, continuous improvement and quality assurance - from theory to practice, achieving more with less -
quantifying results.

~ Source: International Air Transport Association (IATA) and ASSA-1 | November 10, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the IATA website: http://www.iata.org/events/avsec2009/index.htm.

European airports report on crisis fallout, renew call for competitive relief measures

European airport trade body ACI Europe released a fresh report on the impact of the crisis on the airport sector, entitled ‘Renewed
Call for Competitive Relief Measures’. With 82% of European airports reporting falls in traffic so far this year and more than 105
million passengers expected to be lost by the end of 2009, European airports are experiencing their worst ever trading conditions.
Falling revenues resulting from declining passenger numbers and airlines’ capacity reductions, combined with higher capital costs,
have severely deteriorated financial performance across the sector. This has prompted far-reaching cost-cutting, including staff
reductions of 20% or more at several airports, as well as € 2.8 billion reduction in capital expenditure for the top 25 European
airports.

~  Source: ACI Europe | November 12, 2009

~ To read the full press release, please consult the ACI Europe website: http://www.aci-
europe.org/upload/09_11_12%20Crisis%20Update%20PRESS%20RELEASE. pdf.

~ To review the ACI Europe report on ‘Renewed Call for Competitive Relief Measures’, please consult the ACI Europe website:
http://www.aci-europe.org/upload/ACI_CRISIS-UPDATE.pdf.

EU-US sign ‘“aviation freedom’ agenda

The European Union, the United States and six other countries agreed on an ‘Agenda For Freedom’ for airlines that could open the
way for mergers and consolidation across the financially troubled industry. The International Air Transport Association (IATA), the
global carriers’ body that has long sought liberalisation for commercial aviation, said the non-binding agreement was signed at a
meeting it hosted in Montebello, Canada on November 16, 2009. The agreement could clear the way for more deals on the lines of
the planned merger between British Airways and Spain’s Iberia announced beginning of November. Other signatories of the
‘Multilateral Statement of Policy Principles’, which IATA has dubbed its ‘Agenda For Freedom’, were Chile, Malaysia, Panama,
Singapore, Switzerland and the United Arab Emirates. With the 27 EU Member States and the United States, 60% of global aviation
was aligned with the key principles: freedom to access global capital markets, freedom to do business and freedom to price
services.

~ Source: International Air Transport Association (IATA) | November 16, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the Agenda For Freedom website: http://www.agenda-for-freedom.aero/agenda.

Single European Sky: Commission sends reasoned opinion to four Member States

On November 20, 2009 the European Commission decided to send reasoned opinions to four EU Member States (Luxembourg,
Greece, the Czech Republic and Finland) that have failed to notify, or have only partially notified, their measures for the
transposition into national law of a European Directive on the Community air traffic controller licence. The aim of this Directive is
to ensure high levels of responsibility and competence among air traffic controllers while also enabling mutual recognition of
licences. The goal is to improve the overall safety of air traffic in the Single European Sky. The deadline for transposition was May
17, 2008. The sending of reasoned opinions is the second stage of the infringement procedure launched in response to failure to
transpose Directives within the time limits specified.

~ Source: European Commission | November 20, 2009

~ To review Directive 2006/23/EC, please consult the Official Journal of the European Union: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2006:114:0022:0037:EN:PDF .

~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1777&type=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en.
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ACI Airport Exchange 2009

From November 23-25, 2009 ASSA-1 actively participated in the ACI Europe Airport
Exchange 2009 Exhibition and Conference in Barcelona. Over 150 speakers across 7
thematic conferences addressed the critical issues affecting the air transport sector.
Airport Exchange 2009’s vast exhibition also showcased the latest innovations in
equipment, technology and services. With over 1,500 key industry players attending
the event, it was one of the leading networking opportunities of the year.

~  Source: ACI Europe | November 23, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the ACI Europe Airport Exchange 2009 Exhibition and Conference website:
http://www.airport-exchange.com/.

Airport optimises aviation security

Vilnius International Airport (VIA) rearranges the work of the Aviation Security Department. After implementing new technologies
and rejecting duplicated functions of employees, the airport shall save around 4 million Litas per year. Supervision and luggage
handling systems will be modernised, automatic control system of parking, and other technological innovations shall be
implemented at the Airport. Furthermore, the functions of the Aviation Security Department employees are being revised as there
have been too many of them and some of them were duplicated. General Manager of VIA, Tomas Vaidvila, said that the security at
VIA may be ensured by a smaller yet effectively working qualified personnel. “Security of aviation in the Airport is one of the most
important and risk-taking spheres that requires right qualification of employees and high-quality technologies. Therefore, we will
keep on its development, and we will pay much attention to raising the personnel qualification and achieving work efficiency. We
pursue for effective ensuring of the Airport security”, T. Vaisvila said. These measures shall allow VIA saving up to 8 million Litas
next year for the security of aviation.

~  Source: Vilnius International Airport (VIA) | November 27, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the VIA website: http://www.vilnius-airport.lt/en/news/airport-
news/detail.php?id=1652.

Commission updates the list of airlines banned from the European airspace

On November 27, 2009 the European Commission published the twelfth update of the Community’s list of airlines banned in the
European Union, which comprises those of three additional countries following safety deficiencies highlighted by audits. With this
update the ban imposed upon three airlines is lifted and one airline is allowed to resume operations under conditions given
satisfactory improvements in safety.

~  Source: European Commission | November 27, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air-ban/.

Visa free travel for citizens of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia before Christmas

The EU decided on November 30, 2009 that the citizens of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia will
be able to travel without visa to the Schengen area as of December 19, 2009.

~ Source: European Commission | November 30, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=1P/09/1852&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiL anguage=en.

News from the European Union

Single Euro Payments Area (SEPA): cross-border direct debits now a reality

From November 2, 2009 banks will start to offer customers the possibility to make regular payments using the new SEPA Direct Debit
scheme. This means that, for the first time, consumers and businesses will be able to make direct debit transactions between
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different countries in the Euro area. Supporting the industry-led scheme are new EU rules on payment services and cross-border
payments, in force as of November 1, 2009, which are designed to ensure that SEPA Direct Debits will be as easy, efficient and
secure as national schemes without being more expensive. Thousands of Euro area banks have already signed up for the new
scheme.

~  Source: European Commission | November 3, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1665&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl.

Klaus signs, Lisbon Treaty fully ratified

Czech President Vaclav Klaus signed his country’s Lisbon Treaty ratification on
November 3, 2009, just hours after the Czech Constitutional Court had given
the text its green light. The EU’s reform Treaty is now fully ratified and is
expected to enter into force on December 1, 2009.

~ Source: European Commission | November 3, 2009

~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website:
http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2009/10/30/final_political_hur
dle_cleared_road_to_lisbon_open.

Restructuring in Romania addressed by the social partners

As part of their joint project on restructuring in the EU, BusinessEurope, UEAPME, CEEP and ETUC organised on November 2-3, 2009
the 26" of a series of national seminars on restructuring with employers and trade unions in Bucharest, Romania. The national social
partners discussed the macroeconomic situation of their country, as well as the role of social partners in restructuring based on case
study presentations. An EU-wide final conference will be held in Brussels in January 2010 during which an EU synthesis report will be
presented and discussed.

~  Source: BusinessEurope | November 4, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the BusinessEurope website: http://www.erc-
online.eu/content/default.asp?PagelD=513.

More public and private partnership for better public services in the 21st century

On October 30, 2009 BusinessEurope took part in the first private sector forum on public-private partnerships (PPPs), organised by
the European PPP Expertise Centre (EPEC) in Brussels. The forum aims at bringing together public and private players involved in
the development of PPPs. The presentation by Jean-Claude Banon, Chairman of BusinessEurope’s Working Group on Services of
General Economic Interest, stressed the importance of a better dialogue between the public and private sectors. He stressed that
closer partnership between public and private players through PPPs can help Europe face current challenges from energy, climate
change or demographic trends. Promoting results-oriented approaches, ensuring level playing field in delivery of public services and
easy access to credit are key elements to facilitate PPPs.

~  Source: BusinessEurope | November 4, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the BusinessEurope website:
http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/CHENHMPAOAGKMHBCALNCPHNEPDBG9DP6269LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2009-02353-E.pdf.
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Labour market and the economic crisis

Employment in the EU27 and the Euro area began to fall in the second quarter
of 2008 as a result of the economic crisis. Between the second quarters of 2008
e and 2009, employment dropped by 1.9% to 222.7 million persons in the EU27
oo ro wakng fewer houes, and s are o o workers and by 1.8% to 145.5 million in the Euro area. However, the fall in employment
was smaller than the contraction of economic activity (-4.9% GDP growth in the
EU27 and -4.8% in the Euro area in the same period). One of the reasons for

T am——— this is the fact that employers can reduce the volume of hours worked and
increase the use of part-time employment. This has been the case in the EU27
and in the Euro area between the second quarters of 2008 and 2009. The
analysis of the impact of the crisis on employment also shows that employees
have been affected differently depending on their level of education. These
data, published by Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the European
Communities, come from a publication on the impact of the economic crisis on
the labour market in the EU. This publication also includes information about
people on temporary contracts and job opportunities during the crisis.

~ Source: Eurostat | November 5, 2009
~ To review the Eurostat report on the impact of the crisis on employment, please consult the Eurostat website:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-SF-09-079/EN/KS-SF-09-079-EN.PDF.

Serbia to apply for EU membership this year

Q Serbia plans to formally apply for EU membership by the end of this year,

B Belgrade’s Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic stated. “The basic groundwork is there for

Serbia to submit its official application for EU membership. We hope to do so by

F| the end of this year,” Mr. Jeremic said in front of the European Parliament’s

' Foreign Affairs Committee. EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn joined MEPs in
| calling for Serbia to adopt a “more constructive attitude towards Kosovo”, its

- former province dominated by ethnic Albanians, and recognised as independent by

a majority of EU states.

~ Source: EUobserver | November 6, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/9/28948/?rk=1.

EU stalls bank data deal with US ahead of Lisbon Treaty

Opposition from four Member States to a draft agreement between the EU and the
US allowing the use of banking data in anti-terrorist investigations is likely to delay
a decision until after December 1, 2009, drawing the European Parliament into the
decision-making process. Citing data privacy concerns, Germany, Austria, France
and Finland are opposing the text negotiated by the Swedish EU Presidency and
the European Commission allowing American authorities access to information
from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (Swift) -
the interbank transfer service.

Source: EUbusiness | November 12, 2009

For further information, please consult the EUbusiness website: http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/us-attacks-regulate.1es.

-
-
-

To review the draft EU-US Swift agreement, please consult the following website: http://www.netzpolitik.org/wp-

upload/SWIFT-Abkommen-2009-11-10.pdf.

Co ESS

Confederation of 8 fy A L om0 0

European Security Services


http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-SF-09-079/EN/KS-SF-09-079-EN.PDF
http://euobserver.com/9/28948/?rk=1
http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/us-attacks-regulate.1es
http://www.netzpolitik.org/wp-upload/SWIFT-Abkommen-2009-11-10.pdf
http://www.netzpolitik.org/wp-upload/SWIFT-Abkommen-2009-11-10.pdf

MEPs raise fear of Services Directive delay

Members of the European Parliament urged EU Member States to step up their efforts to ensure the Services Directive is
implemented into national law within the agreed deadline of December 31, 2009, but more importantly, that they implement it
correctly. A debate in the European Parliament’s Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee (IMCO) saw a number of MEPs
express doubt over the Directive's implementation in EU Member States, not merely in terms of timing but also concerning the
methods used by individual countries. Committee Chair Malcolm Harbour MEP (ECR, UK) said that, based on what he had seen,
“much more needs to be done by Member States to ensure the Directive will be implemented” by the end of the year, adding: “I
would urge the other governments to get behind this Directive and make a single market for services a reality.”

~ Source: EurActiv | November 13, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the EurActiv website: http://www.euractiv.com/en/socialeurope/meps-raise-fears-
services-directive-delay/article-187281.

Euro area annual inflation up to -0.1% - EU up to 0.5%

Euro area annual inflation was -0.1% in October 2009, up from -0.3% in September 2009. A year earlier, the rate was 3.2%. Monthly
inflation was 0.2% in October 2009. EU annual inflation was 0.5% in October 2009, up from 0.3% in September 2009. A year earlier,
the rate was 3.7%. Monthly inflation was 0.2% in October 2009.

~ Source: Eurostat | November 16, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the Eurostat website: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/2-
16112009-AP/EN/2-16112009-AP-EN.PDF.

Council ready to see the Integrated Maritime Policy step up a gear

The European Commission welcomed the conclusions of the General Affairs and External Relations Council of November 16-17, 2009,
which acknowledged the progress achieved in the field of Integrated Maritime Policy over the past two years and endorsed the
integrated approach to maritime affairs. In its conclusions, the Council referred both to last month’s IMP progress report submitted
by the Commission and to the recent Communication on the integration of maritime surveillance.

~  Source: European Commission | November 17, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1726&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en.

Herman Van Rompuy —President of the European Council

At their informal meeting in Brussels on November 19, 2009, the Heads of State or
Government reached a political agreement on the appointment of Belgian Prime
Minister Herman Van Rompuy as President of the European Council. Van Rompuy was
elected by the European Council for a period of two and a half years, renewable once.
Van Rompuy, 62, a Flemish Christian Democrat, has been Prime Minister of Belgium
for less than a year, having taken office on December 30, 2008 after the resignation of
Yves Leterme. He said that he had agreed with Swedish Prime Minister and EU
President Fredrik Reinfeldt that he would begin in his EU post on January 1, 2010.

Source: European Voice | November 19, 2009

To review Van Rompuy’s intervention, please consult the Swedish Presidency website:

http://www.se2009.eu/polopoly fs/1.24568.1258712551!menu/standard/file/111341.pdf.

~  For further information, please consult the European Voice website: http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/2009/11/eu-
selects-van-rompuy-and-ashton/66493.aspx.
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Commission adopts communication on releasing the potential of public-private partnerships

The European Commission has set out a framework for encouraging the use of public-private partnerships (PPPs) to meet existing
and future needs for investment in public services, infrastructure and research in Europe. When properly managed in the current
and future public interest, PPPs can bring immense benefits. Yet their use is still limited and many Member States have little
experience with them. In line with the European Economic Recovery Plan, the Commission wants to give a fresh push to PPPs to
encourage a more frequent and better use of PPPs at a time where innovative public financing solutions are needed to manage the
challenges of tight national budgets. The decision on whether or not to use PPPs will remain entirely with national authorities. The
Communication also covers options for improving the functioning of the EU’s Joint Technology Initiatives, which are EU co-funded
PPPs in key research areas.

~  Source: European Commission | November 19, 2009

~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1740&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
and
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/509&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=e

n.

- CIVIL PROTECTION FORUM
BV 25-26 NOV 2009 - BRUSSELS

On November 25-26, 2009 CoESS actively participated in the third Civil Protection Forum, organised by the
European Commission in Brussels. If Europe is to cope with the growing frequency and greater impact of natural
and manmade disasters, it will have to increase its resilience. The Forum therefore focused on what resilience
means in the context of civil protection. The Civil Protection Forum aims to: strengthen Europe’s emergency
management capacity, focusing on the prevention and preparedness phase of the emergency life cycle; develop the
network between all civil protection actors and interested parties, including the private sector; increase the
knowledge of new prevention, preparedness and response technologies available on the market; raise public
awareness. The Forum provided an opportunity to discuss the governance of European disaster management.
Establishing a comprehensive disaster management strategy would enable Europe to improve its resilience, to
better protect its citizens both inside and outside Europe, and to become a stronger partner in the management of
emergencies on the international scene.

~ Source: European Commission | November 25, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil/forum2009/index.htm.

Verhofstadt invites Eastern Europe to adopt Euro

On November 26, 2009 Guy Verhofstadt, leader of the liberal group in the European Parliament proposed that East European
countries, which are still outside the Euro zone, should immediately adopt the EU’s single currency as legal tender as protection
against the crisis. Verhofstadt tabled his proposal, which concerns Poland, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Bulgaria and Romania, as part of his plans for Eastern Europe, which has been hit badly the economic crisis. The Euro would
function alongside national currencies for all transactions and thus enhance the credibility of the exchange rate arrangement.

~ Source: ALDE Group | November 26, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the ALDE Group website: http://www.alde.eu/en/details/news/parliament-to-debate-
impact-of-financial-crisis-in-central-eastern-europe.
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President Barroso unveils his new team

On November 27, 2009 José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, announced the portfolios responsibilities for the
next Commission. The President held detailed consultations with all the Commissioners-designate in order to assign the right jobs to
the right people. The President believes that this team can deliver the agenda for change he set out in the political guidelines he
presented in September 2009, following his nomination by all 27 Member States and before his approval as President of the next
Commission by the European Parliament.

~  Source: European Commission | November 27, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the European Commission website: http://ec.europa.eu/commission_designate_2009-
2014/index_en.htm.

Croatia accession treaty to be drafted soon

Croatia's chief negotiator on EU membership, Vladimir Drobnjak, stated he hopes that conditions are met to create a working group
in the Council to draw up an accession treaty. “Three negotiation chapters have already been provisionally closed,” announced
Drobnjak after the eighth meeting of the Croatia accession conference at deputy level. The three chapters closed are financial
services (chapter 9), energy (chapter 15) and consumer and health protection (chapter 28). “It raises the number of provisionally
closed policy chapters to 15,” said Drobnjak. The chief negotiator expects another intergovernmental conference in December
2009. “We hope to open chapter 13 on fisheries, chapter 27 on environment and chapter 31 on common foreign, security and
defence policy,” he said. “Two more chapters could also be provisionally closed,” he added: free movement and services (chapter
3) and social policy and employment (chapter 19). Croatia thus expects 17 chapters to be closed and 30 or 31 to be opened (out of
35) before the end of the year. The two chapters to be opened next year are the judiciary and fundamental rights (23) and
competition policy (8).

~  Source: Mission of the Republic of Croatia to the European Union | November 30, 2009
~  For further information, please consult the Mission’s website: http://eu.mvp.hr/Portals/EU/PDF/Progress-in-EU-Croatia-
accession-negotiations-M.pdf.
For further information on these topics, please contact the General Secretariat
~ Telephone: +32 2 462 07 73
~ E-mail: apeg-bvbo@i-b-s.be or lvs@i-b-s.be
~  For general information on CoESS, please consult the CoESS website: http://www.coess.eu
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