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NNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMeemmbbeerr  FFeeddeerraattiioonnss  ||  GGeenneerraall  CCooEESSSS  nneewwss  
 
BSIA (UK CoESS member) welcomes further reduction in false alarms 
 

 

The British Security Industry Association (BSIA), active member of CoESS, welcomed 
another significant reduction in false alarms across England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
following the release of figures from the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO). The 
figures demonstrate a 13.9% reduction in police attendance to false alarms over the last 
year. Tim Geddes, the BSIA‟s Security Systems Section Chairman, said: “These figures are 
testament to the work that the private security industry is undertaking to reduce the 
level of false alarms. With the industry working closely with the authorities, valuable  

police time and resources are being saved and the use of the technology means arrests of offenders are being 
made. The ACPO statistics also show that for every intruder alarm system installed, only one in five will have a 
false alarm each year. This reflects the work of both manufacturers and installers to enhance the technology, 
which will be supplemented further through the revision of industry standards that is underway. The BSIA's Security 
Systems Section is currently working on a strategy which aims to improve the technical standards and tackle the 
legislative issues that affect the security systems sector. Our commitment will mean that the sector can offer a 
constantly improving product and service package that meets the needs of end-users, emergency services and other 
influencers. With this ongoing work, the industry will continue to work with the police to reduce this low number of 
false alarms even further.” 
 
 Source: British Security Industry Association (BSIA) | November 2009 
 For further information, please consult the BSIA website: http://www.bsia.co.uk/home/NXDY0D517311?backlinktype=home. 
 
SNES (French CoESS member) launches national standard for private security identification cards 
 

 

The Syndicat National des Entreprises de Sécurité (SNES), one of the 
French private security associations, active member of CoESS, has 
launched a national and unique standard for the private security 
identification card for private security guards. This standard is available 
to all private security companies, which are legally obliged to issue such 
a card to their personnel stating the virtual personal identification card 
number of the guard in question. This standard is readily and freely 
available for download from the SNES website. This project was very 
well received by the French Ministry of the Interior. The standard will 
contribute to improving the sector‟s visibility and to the further 
professionalisation of the sector. 

 
 Source: Syndicat National des Entreprises de Sécurité (SNES | December 1, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the SNES website (French): http://www.e-snes.org/reglementation.html. 
 
BSIA (UK CoESS member) announces the appointment of a new Chief Executive 
 

 

The Chairman of the British Security Industry Association (BSIA), active member of CoESS, 
Stuart Lowden, announced on December 18, 2009 the appointment of James Kelly as the 
new Chief Executive of the BSIA. Until recently, James was Chief Operating Officer of the 
Direct Marketing Association (DMA) for nine years. James Kelly says: “I am delighted to be 
appointed Chief Executive of the BSIA and look forward to representing what is a hugely 
important industry over the coming years. Key stakeholders, including government, 
recognise that the private security industry is an essential partner in providing a safe 
environment for UK business and society. I want to capitalise on that and shall be working 
hard to help members derive a real competitive and reputational advantage from their 
membership of the BSIA.” James will join the BSIA on January 11, 2010. 

 
 Source: British Security Industry Association (BSIA) | December 18, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the BSIA website: http://www.bsia.co.uk/home/O0E4YG149101?backlinktype=home. 

http://www.bsia.co.uk/home/NXDY0D517311?backlinktype=home
http://www.e-snes.org/reglementation.html
http://www.bsia.co.uk/home/O0E4YG149101?backlinktype=home
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CoESS/ALMEGA Second European Summit on Private Security - December 8, 2009 (Stockholm, Sweden) 
 

 
On December 8, 2009 CoESS and ALMEGA, the Swedish Private Security Association, active member of CoESS, in 
collaboration with the Swedish Transport Workers' Union, organised the Second European Summit on Private 
Security at Hotel Berns Salongers in Stockholm, Sweden. This edition was a sequel to the First European Summit on 
Private Security that was organised by CoESS and INHES, Institut National des Hautes Etudes de Sécurité, in 
December 2008 in Paris, France, under the auspices of the French Presidency of the European Union. The Second 
Summit was a resounding success. It brought together some 180 stakeholders from all European countries, including 
the 27 EU Member States, active in the field of private and public security. CoESS and ALMEGA were honoured to 
welcome a representative of the Swedish Presidency of the European Union, Beatrice Ask, Swedish Minister of 
Justice, who delivered the keynote speech on a Nordic Model of public-private security partnership. The Summit 
had a double ambition. On the one hand, it discussed public-private security partnerships from a Nordic 
perspective. On the other, it offered the ideal platform to broaden CoESS‟ Awareness-Raising Campaign advocating 
a more coherent, global and integrated approach towards private security in the European Union. A debate was 
organised to discuss the future of the private security sector focusing on a variety of themes: harmonisation of 
legislation, models of cooperation, quality of services and new security services all set against a challenging 
economic backdrop. Through these discussions, CoESS, ALMEGA and their representatives highlighted the key role 
and growing importance of private security both at European and at national level, not only quality- and quantity-
wise, but also increasingly in the public domain. On the occasion of this event, CoESS and ALMEGA presented an 
updated version of the joint White Paper entitled „Private and public security in the Nordic countries‟, which 
consists of two parts. Part I comprises an update of the European private security landscape and Part II focuses on 
private and public security from a Nordic perspective. 
 
 To download the joint White Paper „Private and public security in the Nordic countries‟, please consult the CoESS website. To 

download the English version, please click here: http://www.coess.eu/Stockholm2009/CoESS-
ALMEGA_White%20Book_(English).pdf. To download the Swedish version, please click here: 
http://www.coess.eu/Stockholm2009/CoESS-ALMEGA_White%20Book_(Swedish).pdf. 

 All conference materials, including speaker presentations, speeches and picture material will be made available on the CoESS 
website: http://www.coess.eu/Stockholm2009/index.htm. 

 
Forum Liaison Meeting – December 17, 2009 (Brussels) 
 
On December 17, 2009 CoESS actively participated in the Forum Liaison Meeting, organised by the European Commission. The 
agenda focused on the following discussion points: recent developments in European Social Dialogue and Industrial Relations, social 
partner contributions and the role of Social Dialogue in times of crisis, Commission Communication on the review of 10 years of 
Sectoral Social Dialogue and Commission publication on „Recent developments in Sectoral Social Dialogue‟. 
 
SAGMaS Meeting – December 17, 2009 (Brussels) 
 
On December 17, 2009 CoESS actively participated in the Stakeholder Advisory Group on Maritime Security (SAGMaS), organised by 
the European Commission. Topics tabled included: the work programme for 2010, debriefing on 100% scanning, debriefing on the 
13th TSCG meeting, information on the tender for EPAIC II and calls for grants and issues raised by the stakeholders (open forum). 
 
 

http://www.coess.eu/Stockholm2009/CoESS-ALMEGA_White%20Book_(English).pdf
http://www.coess.eu/Stockholm2009/CoESS-ALMEGA_White%20Book_(English).pdf
http://www.coess.eu/Stockholm2009/CoESS-ALMEGA_White%20Book_(Swedish).pdf
http://www.coess.eu/Stockholm2009/index.htm
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NNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCooEESSSS  WWoorrkkiinngg  CCoommmmiitttteeeess  
 
CoESS Working Committee Critical Infrastructure – December 1, 2009 (Brussels) 
 
On December 1, 2009 the CoESS Working Committee Critical Infrastructure organised a meeting in Brussels. The main topic on the 
agenda was the draft White Paper on Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) in Europe. Amendments were made to the draft text 
and an action plan was decided upon for the remainder of the year. 
 
 The minutes of the CoESS Working Committee Critical Infrastructure of December 1, 2009 are available on the CoESS intranet 

site: http://coess.org/intranet/login.php. Please note that you will have to login to be able to consult the document. In case 
you experience any difficulties logging in, please contact the CoESS General Secretariat. 

 
CoESS Working Committee Maritime Security – December 15, 2009 (Brussels) 
 
On December 15, 2009 the CoESS Working Committee Maritime Security met in Brussels mainly to discuss the state of play of the 
envisaged Leonardo da Vinci project (Maritime Training Programme focused on the ISPS Code). It also discussed the latest 
developments within the Stakeholder Advisory Group on Maritime Security (SAGMaS). 
 
 The minutes of the CoESS Working Committee Maritime Security of December 15, 2009 are available on the CoESS intranet site: 

http://coess.org/intranet/login.php. Please note that you will have to login to be able to consult the document. In case you 
experience any difficulties logging in, please contact the CoESS General Secretariat. 

 
 

NNeewwss  ffrroomm  AASSSSAA--II  ((AAvviiaattiioonn  SSeeccuurriittyy  SSeerrvviicceess  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall))  
 
Transport policy must be given higher priority, demands transport sector in joint letter to Barroso 
 
Transport policy must be given a higher priority that reflects the importance of the sector‟s contribution to the development of the 
European Union, Commission President José Manuel Barroso was told by transport representatives. In a joint letter, nine transport 
organisations representing the European rail, road, air, inland waterway and maritime sectors, expressed their desire for a stronger 
and more comprehensive commitment to transport policy from the new Commission. “Our sector should be seen and developed with 
full consideration given to all the complex environmental, economic, social, and employment factors that are inseparable from EU 
transport policy and the achievement of a prosperous, integrated and successful European Union,” they wrote. In the recently 
published „Political Guidelines for the New Commission‟, presented by Commission President Barroso in July 2009, the 
„decarbonisation of the transport sector‟ was the sole reference to transport in the entire document. 
 
 Source: Association of European Airlines (AEA) | November 30, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the AEA website: http://files.aea.be/News/PR/Pr09-036.pdf. 
 
International Civil Aviation Day 2009 highlighted ICAO’s historic contribution to the global community 
 
“65 years of empowering the global community through aviation” was the theme of the 2009 edition of the International Civil 
Aviation Day, celebrated annually on December 7 to mark the creation of the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) on that 
day in 1944. Since its creation, ICAO‟s role has been consistent, only the challenges to overcome have changed. After 65 years, it 
remains the global forum where States have and will continue to come together, in cooperation with the industry and other 
stakeholders, to address any and all issues facing the international air transport sector. 
 
 Source: ICAO | December 7, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the ICAO website: http://www.icao.int/icao/en/nr/2009/pio200913_e.pdf. 
 
CEN/PC 384 ‘Airport and Aviation Security Services’ 
 
On December 15-16, 2009 both CoESS and ASSA-I actively participated in the CEN/PC 384 meeting in London to discuss the upcoming 
„Airport and Aviation Security Services‟ standard. 
 

http://coess.org/intranet/login.php
http://coess.org/intranet/login.php
http://files.aea.be/News/PR/Pr09-036.pdf
http://www.icao.int/icao/en/nr/2009/pio200913_e.pdf
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Air passenger transport up by 0.6% in 2008 
 
The total number of passengers transported by air in the EU27 rose by 0.6% in 2008, compared with 2007, to 798 million. This was 
the lowest annual growth rate in the EU since 2002. Quarterly data for 2008 help to evaluate the impact of the economic crisis on 
air transport and show a declining trend through the year. Passenger numbers rose by 6.1% in the first quarter of 2008, compared 
with the same quarter of 2007, and by 3.0% in the second quarter, then they fell by 0.4% in the third quarter and by 5.6% in the 
fourth quarter. In the EU27 the number of passengers on extra-EU flights rose by 4.2% in 2008, compared with 2007, to 282 million. 
The number of passengers decreased by 0.5% to 345 million on intra-EU flights and by 2.9% to 171 million on national flights. 
 
 Source: Eurostat | December 4, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the Eurostat website: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/7-

04122009-AP/EN/7-04122009-AP-EN.PDF. 
 
ACI calls for a global sectoral approach for aviation 
 
The Airports Council International (ACI), on behalf of airports worldwide, urged delegates at the UNFCCC COP/15 (United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change) meeting in Copenhagen to adopt a global sectoral approach for aviation, recognising the 
commitment of aviation partners – airports, airlines, air navigation service suppliers, and manufacturers – and their support for the 
central role played by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) on behalf of the entire aviation industry. ACI endorses the 
ICAO programme of action that is being put forward at COP/15. Director General Angela Gittens comments “ICAO has consolidated 
carbon reduction data from all aviation partners in order to propose a realistic and achievable set of targets – one of the few 
industrial sectors to do so at COP/15. We are not simply following an imposed agenda. We are setting targets and making progress in 
a measurable and responsible way. These efforts constitute a fundamental building block of achieving a sustainable vision for 
aviation.” 
 
 Source: Airports Council International (ACI) | December 8, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the Airports Council International (ACI) website: 

http://www.airports.org/cda/aci_common/display/main/aci_content07_banners.jsp?zn=aci&cp=1-7-46^33615_725_2__. 
 
Public consultation: Application of EU legislation in the field of air passenger rights 
 
On December 15, 2009 the European Commission launched a public consultation regarding the application of EU legislation in the 
field of air passenger rights. The aim of the consultation is to gather stakeholders‟ opinions on the existing problems and preferred 
solutions in order to assess the quality and effectiveness of the implementation and enforcement of Air Passengers‟ Rights 
legislation. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 15, 2009 
 For further information and to fill out the online questionnaire, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/passengers/consultations/2010_03_01_apr_legislation_en.htm. 
 
The EU Top 12 Recommendations for Passengers 
 
On December 15, 2009 the European Commission published its Top 12 Recommendations for Passengers, including a chapter on 
security at airports. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 15, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/553&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=e
n. 

 
EU and West African Economic and Monetary Union sign horizontal agreement on air services 
 
On December 17, 2009 the European Union and the West African Economic and Monetary Union signed an aviation agreement, which 
will provide legal certainty to bilateral air services agreement between the Member States of both the EU and WAEMU. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 17, 2009 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/7-04122009-AP/EN/7-04122009-AP-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/7-04122009-AP/EN/7-04122009-AP-EN.PDF
http://www.airports.org/cda/aci_common/display/main/aci_content07_banners.jsp?zn=aci&cp=1-7-46%5e33615_725_2__
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/passengers/consultations/2010_03_01_apr_legislation_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/553&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/553&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1964&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl. 

 
EU and Canada sign Air Transport Agreement 
 
On December 17, 2009 European Commission Vice-President Antonio Tajani and Swedish Transport Minister Åsa Torstensson for the 
European Union signed the EU-Canada Air Transport Agreement. The agreement had been initialled on November 30, 2008 in London 
and was politically endorsed by the EU-Canada summit on May 6, 2009. The agreement will be a major step in the opening of 
markets and investment opportunities and will generate major benefits for both partners' consumers, airlines and their economies. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 17, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1963&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl. 
 
Iceland and Norway join EU-US Air Transport Agreement 
 
On December 17, 2009 the EU, the US, Iceland and Norway signed an aviation agreement to extend the scope of the EU-US Open 
Skies Agreement to Iceland and Norway. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 17, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1962&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl. 
 
Negotiations between US and EU on a Memorandum of Cooperation in Civil Aviation Research and Development 
 
On December 18, 2009 the European Commission opened negotiations with the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on a 
Memorandum of Cooperation in Civil Aviation Research and Development. The FAA delegation, led by Stephen Creamer, Director, 
Africa, Europe, and Middle East Office, FAA, met officially in Brussels with a delegation from the European Union led by Daniel 
Calleja, Director Air Transport.  The FAA has launched a modernisation programme: NextGen, to replace the Air Traffic Management 
(ATM) system currently operated in the United States. With a similar timescale, the Single European Sky policy of the European 
Union includes an equivalent programme known as Single European Sky ATM Research (SESAR). Considering the comparable nature 
of these two initiatives, airspace users have been requesting interoperability between SESAR and NextGen to avoid costly 
duplication of airborne equipment. The future Memorandum of Cooperation will come as a pragmatic response to airspace users‟ 
request. With a view to guarantee interoperability between both future ATM systems and promote the development of international 
standards through the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), the Memorandum is aimed at establishing a binding 
framework for fruitful technical cooperation relating to their development. In addition, it should have the potential to cover other 
related civil aviation research and development issues. It is foreseen to complete the negotiations by June 2010 and have the 
Memorandum of Cooperation entering into force early in 2011. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 18, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air/single_european_sky/ses_2_en.htm. 
 
ACI Airport Economics Report 2009 
 
On December 22, 2009 Airports Council International (ACI) Director-General Angela Gittens announced annual airport economics 
results. “The financial data for 2008 reflect the year‟s business environment: early year positive results, and then the financial 
turmoil that rocked global markets and provoked a stark economic recession. Airports revised expansion plans in many cases and 
continued to devise efficiencies to enable their long-term capacity needs. The cyclical nature of our aviation business means has 
taught us that we must look beyond the current situation, no matter how tough, and prepare for fundamental demand trends. Our 
communities need that stability and count on us to continue operations in a safe, secure and environmentally friendly manner.” The 
Airport Economics Survey 2009 drew a strong response this year with participation from 709 airports whose business represents 
approximately 3.4 billion passengers - 70 percent of worldwide traffic in 2008. The report provides analytical commentary based on 
actual performance data and is an established and unique resource for the industry, focusing on airport revenue streams, costs, 
capital expenditure and employment.  
 
 Source: Airports Council International (ACI) | December 22, 2009 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1964&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1963&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1962&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air/single_european_sky/ses_2_en.htm
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 The Airport Economics Report 2009 can be obtained through the ACI website: 
http://www.airports.org/cda/aci_common/display/main/aci_content07_banners.jsp?zn=aci&cp=1-6-5732^26935_725_2__. 

 
EU passengers face extra restrictions after US bomb attempt 
 

 

Europeans flying to US airports in the wake of the failed Christmas Day aeroplane 
bomb attempt faced minor disruptions due to extra security measures. Travellers 
reported delays of between one and two hours following the introduction of full 
body searches for all passengers and more stringent checks on hand luggage, 
especially liquids, such as baby milk. Some airlines prevented passengers from 
carrying any more than one bag on board, including duty-free purchases. 
Passengers were prevented from using the toilet one hour before landing in the US 
and were asked to stow all items including pens, blankets and computers, during 
the pre-landing period. In-flight information was also affected, with some carriers 
no longer indicating the geographical position of the aircraft while en route. The 
ad-hoc measures affected only flights to the US in what was a light-touch response 
so far by US and EU security authorities. 

 
 Source: EUobserver | December 28, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/9/29201/?rk=1. 
 
 

NNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn  
 
Recovering from the crisis – 27 ways of tackling the employment challenge 
 
While it seems that the recession is coming to an end in many parts of Europe, challenges for the EU‟s labour markets and social 
security systems remain. Set against this background, the European Commission‟s brochure entitled „Recovering from the crisis – 27 
ways of tackling the employment challenge‟ presents 27 examples of effective and innovative labour market measures that have 
been implemented or modified by Member States in response to the economic crisis. They range from short-time work - with varying 
degrees of flexibility and different subsidies - to suspending contracts and on-the-job training, sometimes co-financed by the 
European Social Fund. These examples provide an excellent opportunity for all to share and learn from the most successful methods 
- in the best European tradition. 
 
 Source: European Commission | November 23, 2009 
 To review the brochure, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=429&type=2&furtherPubs=no. 
 
18-month programme of the Council (Spanish, Belgian and Hungarian Presidencies) 
 
On November 27, 2009 the Spanish, Belgian and Hungarian Presidencies launched their 18-month programme covering the period of 
January 2010 to June 2011. It is presented in two parts. The first part contains the strategic framework for the programme, setting 
it in a wider context, and specifically within the perspective of more long-term objectives running into the subsequent Presidencies. 
For this reason, in accordance with the Council‟s rules of procedure, the future Polish, Danish and Cypriot Presidencies have been 
consulted on this section. The second part constitutes the operational programme setting out the issues which are expected to be 
covered during the 18-month period. 
 
 Source: Council of the European Union | November 27, 2009 
 To review the 18-month programme, please consult the Council of the European Union website: 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/09/st16/st16771.en09.pdf. 
 
CCTV contractors to be licensed in 2010 
 
The Irish Private Security Authority (PSA) invites submissions from interested parties on its draft „Requirements for CCTV 
Installation‟ (PSA 2006-12). This draft document can be accessed through the PSA website: 
http://www.psa.gov.ie/Website/psa/psa.nsf/newsitems/530378C34814FC4C802574EB00530096/$file/Code%20of%20Practice%20-
%20draft%201st%20December%2009.pdf. The PSA intends to commence licensing of this area in the latter half of 2010 whereupon 

http://www.airports.org/cda/aci_common/display/main/aci_content07_banners.jsp?zn=aci&cp=1-6-5732%5e26935_725_2__
http://euobserver.com/9/29201/?rk=1
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=429&type=2&furtherPubs=no
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/09/st16/st16771.en09.pdf
http://www.psa.gov.ie/Website/psa/psa.nsf/newsitems/530378C34814FC4C802574EB00530096/$file/Code%20of%20Practice%20-%20draft%201st%20December%2009.pdf
http://www.psa.gov.ie/Website/psa/psa.nsf/newsitems/530378C34814FC4C802574EB00530096/$file/Code%20of%20Practice%20-%20draft%201st%20December%2009.pdf
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those contractors who are installing CCTV systems for security purposes will be required to attain certification of compliance with 
this specification document as well as Standard Recommendation 40:2005 (SR 40:2005). It is intended that compliance with this 
document, as well as SR 40:2005, will form the basis for eligibility for a PSA CCTV Installer's licence. When a complete EN standard 
covering CCTV installation (prEN50132) is fully incorporated into the national portfolio of standards, the PSA will give consideration 
to adopting that standard as the basis for licensing of all CCTV installers. 
 
 Source: Irish Private Security Authority (PSA) | November 30, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the PSA website: 

http://www.psa.gov.ie/Website/psa/psa.nsf/newsitems/9449E746C940E9598025767E0049D715?OpenDocument. 
 
Entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty – a new era begins 

 

As of December 1, 2009 EU cooperation entered a new era. With the entry 
into force of the Lisbon Treaty, the European Union is equipped for new 
challenges. So wrote Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt on the website 
of the Swedish EU Presidency. Reinfeldt participated in the celebration of the 
Treaty in Portugal‟s capital on December 2, 2009. 
 
 Source: Swedish EU Presidency | December 1, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the Swedish EU Presidency 

website: 
http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2009/12/1/a_new_era_begin
s and the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1855&f
ormat=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl. 

 
Council overrules Parliament on banking data deal 
 
On November 30, 2009 European Home Affairs Ministers overruled the European Parliament‟s wishes and approved an interim 
agreement with the USA allowing American investigators broad access to EU banking data. The agreement ensures the USA will have 
continued access to European citizen‟s banking data for a further nine-month period, while SWIFT moves its USA databases and 
servers to Switzerland later this year. Although three countries – Austria, Germany and Hungary – had reservations about the deal, 
they abstained from voting, allowing the agreement, which required unanimity, to pass. 
 
 Source: EurActiv | December 1, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the EurActiv website: http://www.euractiv.com/en/justice/council-overrules-

parliament-banking-data-deal/article-187834. 
 
Treaty opens EU door to national Parliaments 
 
European Commission President José Manuel Barroso sent a letter to the speakers of the EU27‟s national Parliaments informing them 
of their increased powers under the Lisbon Treaty. Barroso and outgoing Vice-President Margot Wallström explained that “the new 
Treaty recognises the central importance of national Parliaments in the democratic fabric of the EU.” For the first time “national 
Parliaments contribute actively to the good functioning of the Union,” they wrote, providing them with a means to make the 
European Union “more democratic and more transparent”. The letter argued that the outgoing Commission had been “a strong 
advocate of an increased role for national Parliaments,” citing the 500 meetings with national Parliaments between 2004 and 2010, 
and highlighting the “enthusiastic response” from Parliaments to the so-called „Barroso initiative‟. This mechanism, adopted during 
the “period of reflection” that followed the 2005 rejection of the European Constitution in France and the Netherlands, transmitted 
directly all new proposals and consultation papers to national Parliaments, “inviting them to react so as to improve the process of 
policy formulation”. With these changes now in place, the big question in Brussels is how actively Parliaments will use these new 
opportunities. On December 11-12, 2009 an extraordinary meeting of the EU Parliamentary speakers‟ conference will take place in 
Stockholm to debate the details how the European Parliament and national Parliaments will cooperate. The European Parliament 
rules of procedure will be amended to take the results of this meeting into account. 
 
 Source: Interparliamentary EU Information Exchange (IPEX) | December 2, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the website: http://www.ipex.eu/ipex/cms/home/lang/en/pid/24444 and 

http://www.ipex.eu/ipex/webdav/site/myjahiasite/users/Central9/public/Guidelines%20for%20interparliamentary%20cooperat
ion.pdf. 

http://www.psa.gov.ie/Website/psa/psa.nsf/newsitems/9449E746C940E9598025767E0049D715?OpenDocument
http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2009/12/1/a_new_era_begins
http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2009/12/1/a_new_era_begins
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1855&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1855&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl
http://www.euractiv.com/en/justice/council-overrules-parliament-banking-data-deal/article-187834
http://www.euractiv.com/en/justice/council-overrules-parliament-banking-data-deal/article-187834
http://www.ipex.eu/ipex/cms/home/lang/en/pid/24444
http://www.ipex.eu/ipex/webdav/site/myjahiasite/users/Central9/public/Guidelines%20for%20interparliamentary%20cooperation.pdf
http://www.ipex.eu/ipex/webdav/site/myjahiasite/users/Central9/public/Guidelines%20for%20interparliamentary%20cooperation.pdf
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Community Customs Code: keep right balance between trade simplifications and security 
 
In its position paper published on November 27, 2009 BusinessEurope underlines that modernisation of the Community Customs Code 
and related implementation provisions have to provide real facilitations for business in doing cross-border trade. The revision must 
provide legal certainty and strike the right balance between security and the freedom of trade. The requirements for the so-called 
„Authorised Economic Operator‟ (AEO) should be simplified in order to provide real benefits for companies. Finally, BusinessEurope 
urges the European Commission to keep the current „first sale for export‟ rule as the proposed changes to customs valuation would 
raise import duties and negatively affect all businesses, and in particular small and medium-sized enterprises. 
 
 Source: BusinessEurope | December 2, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the BusinessEurope website: 

http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/BAEEMIMCCAJAIMFNOMKAFGKOPDBG9DPNAY9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2009-02631-E.pdf. 
 
New road transport rules will lead to fairer competition and less red tape 
 
New Regulations modernising the rules governing road transport came into force on December 4, 2009 and are expected to generate 
administrative savings of €190 million a year. The so-called road package simplifies and clarifies the legal framework for the 
900,000 European road transport undertakings engaged in the transport of goods or passengers. The new Regulations replace four 
Regulations and two Directives. The main changes include: harmonised rules on cabotage, in order to avoid empty trips every 
haulier will now be automatically entitled to carry out up to three cabotage operations within seven days after the unloading of any 
international transport, the electronic linking of national registers of road transport undertakings in order to facilitate information 
on committed infringements to be exchanged quickly and efficiently between Member States, a list of the most serious 
infringements which, due to their gravity and their impact on road safety, could lead to a road transport operator loosing its right to 
work in the sector, the requirement that undertakings should designate a transport manager who will be responsible for respecting 
road transport rules, stricter rules on the establishment of undertakings to combat so-called „letter box‟ companies which distort 
competition, streamlining the authorisation procedure for regular international passenger services and allowing drivers of certain 
types of passenger transport to take the compulsory weekly rest period after 12 days instead of 6 in order to facilitate coach 
holidays. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 4, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1877&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl. 
 
Macedonia EU talks decision postponed until 2010 
 
On December 8, 2009 the European Commission deferred a decision on opening membership talks with Macedonia. A statement 
agreed by EU Foreign Ministers in Brussels said they would consider the issue again during the Spanish EU Presidency, which runs 
from January 1 until June 30, 2010. 
 
 Source: Council of the European Union | December 8, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the Council of the European Union website: 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/genaff/111830.pdf. 
 
European Security Treaty by the President of Russia 
 
The question as to whether Europe needs a new security architecture was put back on the international agenda in June 2008 by 
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev, less than a month after he took office and before the war in Georgia brought Russia and NATO 
close to a cold war-style confrontation, shaking the foundations of the Euro-Atlantic security structures. Russia regards the current 
set-up as „West-centric‟, unsuited to preventing or responding to crises and over-reliant on NATO. According to Medvedev, any new 
security architecture should be based on a legally binding treaty signed not only by all OSCE-participating states (Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe) but also by the existing security organisations, NATO, the Collective Security Treaty 
Organisation (CSTO, whose member states are Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan) and the 
OSCE itself. 
 
 Source: SecurityCommunity | December 9, 2009 
 To review the draft document, please consult the following website: http://eng.kremlin.ru/text/docs/2009/11/223072.shtml. 
 

http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/BAEEMIMCCAJAIMFNOMKAFGKOPDBG9DPNAY9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2009-02631-E.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1877&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/genaff/111830.pdf
http://eng.kremlin.ru/text/docs/2009/11/223072.shtml
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Turkey set to take another step in EU membership talks 
 

 

Turkey is about to open a new chapter in its talks with the European Union about 
membership, even though the Union's Member States have chided it for refusing to open 
its sea- and airports to traffic from Cyprus. On December 8, 2009 EU Foreign Ministers 
noted with “deep regret” that Turkey had not implemented its obligations to do so, but 
Cypriot proposals to freeze Turkey's membership talks failed to gain significant backing 
from other Member States. Talks between Cyprus‟ Greek and Turkish communities on a 
political settlement have been going on for more than a year and are in a sensitive phase 
ahead of elections among the Turkish Cypriots. 
 
 Source: European Voice | December 10, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the European Voice website: 

http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/turkey-set-to-take-another-step-
in-eu-membership-talks/66643.aspx. 

 
European Council conclusions of December 10-11, 2009 
 
The new Treaty of Lisbon will allow the Union to fully concentrate on addressing the challenges ahead. Work will continue in the 
coming months to ensure its full implementation, particularly as regards the setting up of the European External Action Service and 
the adoption of legislation on the citizens‟ initiative. Noting that the economic situation is starting to show signs of stabilisation, 
the European Council stressed the importance of developing credible and coordinated strategies for exiting from the broad-based 
stimulus policies once the recovery is fully secured. Over the past months, the EU has made good progress in strengthening its 
regulatory framework, in particular with the agreement reached by the Council on a fundamentally new structure for financial 
supervision in Europe. Given the important structural challenges facing the EU, it is necessary to evaluate the impact of the Lisbon 
Strategy and develop a new strategy which also responds to new challenges. The European Council adopted a new multi-annual 
programme for the years 2010-2014, the Stockholm Programme, which will allow for the further development of an area of 
freedom, security and justice. The European Council exchanged views on how the EU could best contribute to a successful outcome 
at the Copenhagen Conference on climate change. Reconfirming the position it had agreed at its October 2009 meeting, it stated 
the readiness of the EU and its Member States to contribute with fast-start funding of € 2.4 billion annually for the years 2010 to 
2012. The European Council adopted declarations on Iran and on Afghanistan. 
 
 Source: European Council | December 10-11, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the European Council website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=DOC/09/6&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en. 
 
UK Security Industry Authority publishes Annual Report and Accounts 2008-2009 
 
On December 11, 2009 the UK Security Industry Authority (SIA) published its Annual Report and Accounts 2008-2009. To download 
the Annual Report and Accounts 2008-2009, please consult the UK SIA website: 
http://sia.homeoffice.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/7ECE5AC7-E09B-41D5-83ED-B6FA6F00F22C/0/sia_annual_report_0809.pdf. 
 
 Source: UK Security Industry Authority (SIA) | December 11, 2009 
 
Europe moves toward single area on justice and home affairs 
 
On December 11, 2009 EU leaders adopted a five-year plan giving a greater role to community bodies in the area of justice and 
home affairs, establishing an “internal security strategy” and pointing toward a common asylum system by 2012. The so-called 
Stockholm programme tries to combine a Swedish EU Presidency focus on civil rights with more security-driven provisions, including 
a tougher stance on illegal immigration. Training and exchange programmes for policemen and judges to facilitate cooperation at a 
personal level are also part of the scheme. Under the provisions of the new EU Treaty, which came into force on December 1, 2009, 
Brussels gains more powers in the area of justice and home affairs, through the strengthening of agencies such as Frontex, the 
border management agency and Europol, the police cooperation body. An “internal security” body (COSI) will also be set up within 
the Council of the EU, the administrative body serving Member States in their decision-making process. 

http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/turkey-set-to-take-another-step-in-eu-membership-talks/66643.aspx
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/turkey-set-to-take-another-step-in-eu-membership-talks/66643.aspx
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=DOC/09/6&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://sia.homeoffice.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/7ECE5AC7-E09B-41D5-83ED-B6FA6F00F22C/0/sia_annual_report_0809.pdf
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The Stockholm agreement called for the development of an EU-wide “internal security strategy” focusing on the division of labour 
between Brussels and national capitals in counter-terrorism, border management, civil protection and judicial cooperation in 
criminal matters. The new security body (COSI) would be tasked to develop, monitor and implement this strategy. 
 
 Source: EUobserver | December 14, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/9/29139/?rk=1. 
 
Social Dialogue in robust shape in Europe, but large differences between Member States persist 
 

 

More than 60% of employees in Europe are covered by some form of employee 
representation. However, these institutions are generally much more common in northern 
Member States than in southern ones. Eurofound published its first findings of the European 
Company Survey 2009 – Flexibility practices and Social Dialogue. In the survey, 
representatives from more than 21,000 companies were interviewed on the state of Social 
Dialogue at the establishment level. It also looks at various forms of flexibility practices at 
the company level, in particular with regard to contracts, flexibility practices in 
companies, working time and performance-related pay. 
 
 Source: Eurofound | December 14, 2009 
 To review the first findings, please consult the Eurofound website: 

http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/surveys/companysurvey/2009/index.htm. 
 
Joint Employment Report 2009 
 
The Joint Employment Report is the employment analysis and reporting part of the EU‟s Lisbon Strategy for Growth and Jobs. The 
draft report will be discussed by Employment and Social Affairs Ministers in the Council early in 2010 and when adopted, will 
become a joint report by the Commission and the Member States. Its recommendations will then be passed to the Spring European 
Council on March 25, 2010 to be discussed by EU leaders. This year, the report will help to shape the EU‟s new strategy for growth 
and jobs after 2010, the so-called EU2020 Strategy. The report gives an update of the employment situation in the EU, reports on 
the principal labour market reforms undertaken by Member States in 2009 and highlights the main challenges for the future. In view 
of the economic crisis, the report also includes information on measures Member States have taken to limit the impact of the crisis 
on labour markets. Furthermore, the report focuses on how employment policies could prepare for and encourage labour market 
recovery as part of the exit strategies from the crisis. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 15, 2009 
 To review the Joint Employment Report 2009, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=101&langId=en. 
 
November 2009: Euro area annual inflation up to 0.5% 
 
Euro area inflation was 0.5% in November 2009, up from -0.1% in October 2009. A year earlier, the rate was 2.1%. Monthly inflation 
was 0.1% in November 2009. EU annual inflation was 1.0% in November 2009, up from 0.5% in October 2009. A year earlier, the rate 
was 2.8%. Monthly inflation was 0.2% in November 2009. 
 
 Source: Eurostat | December 16, 2009 
 For further information, please consult the Eurostat website: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/2-

16122009-AP/EN/2-16122009-AP-EN.PDF. 
 
DG Enterprise and Industry final report on the ‘Competitiveness of the European Security Industry’ 
 
On December 22, 2009 the European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry, officially published its final report on the 
„Competitiveness of the European Security Industry‟. This final report was commissioned by the European Commission within the 
context of the Framework Contract on Sector Competitiveness Studies (ENTR/06/054) and sets out to provide a picture of the 
current situation of the EU security industry, its structure and organisation, competitiveness position and challenges for the future. 
The approach for the study is based on a general assessment of the EU security industry, combined with more detailed analyses of 
specific segments seen as important given current EU security priorities. 

http://euobserver.com/9/29139/?rk=1
http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/surveys/companysurvey/2009/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=101&langId=en
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/2-16122009-AP/EN/2-16122009-AP-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/2-16122009-AP/EN/2-16122009-AP-EN.PDF
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Accordingly, it provides a widely representative assessment of the EU security industry enabling a broad range of policy issues and 
potential responses to be identified. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 22, 2009 
 To download the final report, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=5579&userservice_id=1&request.id=0. 
 
 

FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthheessee  ttooppiiccss,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  SSeeccrreettaarriiaatt  
 
 Telephone: +32 2 462 07 73 
 E-mail: apeg-bvbo@i-b-s.be or lvs@i-b-s.be 
 For general information on CoESS, please consult the CoESS website: http://www.coess.eu 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=5579&userservice_id=1&request.id=0
mailto:apeg-bvbo@i-b-s.be
mailto:lvs@i-b-s.be
http://www.coess.eu/
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The CoESS team wishes you a very 

merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year! 
 

All the best for 2010! 
 

Hilde ς Patricia ς Leen 
 

 
 


